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FUNDING PARTNERS 
 
OVERALL PROPOSAL 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) proposes to complete the fee-title acquisition of the 50-acre 
Hodges property near Thompson Falls. The cost for the property is approximately $450,000, with major 
funding coming from the Montana’s Bighorn Sheep Auction Fund.  This proposal represents an exciting 
collaborative bighorn sheep conservation project between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Flathead 
Wildlife, Inc., Montana Chapter of the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep, the Five Valleys 
Chapter of Safari Club International, and a private individual. The Plains Junior High School collected 
409,000 pennies to contribute to this bighorn sheep habitat conservation project during a “penny drive.”  
Support has been voiced from Sanders County Commissioners, local legislators, hunters, wildlife 
watchers, and neighbors (see attachments).  The Hodges project will conserve winter range and lambing 
habitat for the migratory Thompson Falls bighorn sheep herd in FWP Bighorn Hunting District 121.  In 
addition to bighorn sheep, this property would be managed as a wildlife management area (WMA) to 
conserve and enhance habitat for a diversity of wildlife species in the lower Clark Fork region east of 
Thompson Falls, Montana.  The acquired land would become the Bighorn Viewing Site WMA and be 
managed to provide a public recreation resource associated with the local wildlife populations, especially 
bighorn sheep.  
 
SELECTED ALTERNATIVE 
 
FWP recommends that the FWP Commission approve Alternative A, the proposed action in the draft EA. 
FWP would acquire the 50-acre Hodges property located in Sanders County, east of Thompson Falls.  
Through fee-title ownership, FWP would have the opportunity to protect this area from development and 
maintain its natural qualities. FWP would manage weeds and provide public access.  
 
Alternative A compliments FWP's management of the Thompson Falls bighorn sheep herd and helps to 
maintain and manage habitat for a variety of wildlife and for a variety of compatible public uses.  
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
FWP received considerable public support for this proposal during project exploration and development.  
The draft EA was made available to interested individuals, groups, and agencies, and a public hearing at 
the Sanders County Courthouse in Thompson Falls was held on Monday, May 12, 2008, to discuss the 
proposal and receive public comment.  All thirteen attendants spoke positively for the project.  In 
addition, five written comments were received by FWP. Again, all were in favor of the proposal. 
 
There was a 30-day public review, from April 28 through May 28, 2008.  FWP has received all positive 
comments from the public regarding this project.   
 
NEED FOR EIS and FINAL EA 
 
After issuing the draft EA and completing public review, FWP does not believe this proposed action 
would significantly impact the social or physical environment and therefore believes this project does not 
need an environmental impact statement. FWP adopts the draft EA as the final EA. 
 
THE DECISION 
 
The Department proposes to complete the Hodges property acquisition as described in this decision 
document.  
 
The final environmental assessment may be viewed at or obtained from Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 
Region One, 490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell, MT 59901.  Please direct comments/ questions to Bruce 
Sterling, FWP Area Biologist, (406) 827-4389 or e-mail to bsterling@mt.gov, or Jim Williams, FWP 
Wildlife Program Manager, (406) 752-5501 or e-mail to jiwilliams@mt.gov. 
 
 
 
________________________________            ______________________ 
James R. Satterfield, Jr., Ph.D.                                                 Date 
Regional Supervisor  
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Twenty years ago, Bruce Sterling, Les Hodges, and Highway Patrolman Howard Savik celebrate 
the creation of the Bighorn Sheep Viewing and Interpretive Area on the Hodges property.  In 
part, the viewing area was created to keep bighorn sheep watchers from parking on the highway 
and creating a safety hazard.  Bighorn sheep viewing remains very popular to this day at this site. 
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